
AT HOME
with the lord’s place

fall edition 2022B r e a k i n g  t h e  C y c l e  o f  H o m e l e s s n e s sVolume no.2

Agency News

1

What’s Inside
Agency News  pg.1
 n Re-Entry: Providing 
    Second Chances
 n Cynthia’s  Journey
Home for Good pg.2
Hero Spotlight pg.2   
Did You Know? pg.2
Advocacy & Action pg.3
Staff  Spotlight  pg.3
Volunteer pg.3
Planned Giving pg.4
In Gratitude pg.4
Word Search pg.4

Re-Entry: Providing Second Chances: 
The rate of incarceration in America has 
increased more than fourfold since 1970. About 
640,000 people are released annually from 
State and Federal prisons. More than 70 million 
Americans have a criminal record, which 
creates significant barriers to employment, 
economic stability, and successful reentry into 
society. The number of women in prison and 
jail in Florida has increased more than 700% 
since 1980.
 
The Lord’s Place recognizes that when 
individuals exit incarceration without a 
stable living environment, this contributes to 
homelessness and increases the likelihood of 
recidivism. Responding to the expansion of 
women in prison and jail, and as part of our 
mission to break the cycle of homelessness, 
we are helping rebuild women’s lives through 
our housing facility Halle Place–the only 
reentry house for single women in Palm Beach.

“Halle Place is a campus where women coming 
out of prison and jail can come and rebuild 
their lives. It’s a place for second chances. 
When people are released from prison, they 
face challenges reintegrating into society. Halle 
Place is really about giving people the tools to 
become more impactful and stronger women as 
they move forward,” stated Diana Stanley, chief 
executive officer. 

Staff of The Lord’s Place in Washington D.C. at the 
National Alliance to End Homelessness Conference.

Cynthia Mae Jenkins, resident at The Lord’s Place Halle Place.

Cynthia's Journey Out of Homelessness
“My name is Cynthia Mae Jenkins. I was born 
in Tallahassee, Florida. At four years old, my 
parents divorced, and I was raised by my great 
grandfather. Even though things were rough, 
I had a significant life.”

Cynthia did not grow up with a strong 
foundation. By 14 years old, she was getting 
into trouble and following in her mother’s 
footsteps. In her early 20’s, a traumatic event 
led her to move to Riviera Beach. There, she 
got a job and met a man, but her troubles 
followed her and led her into a downward 
spiral, including addiction.

In 2021, she found herself living in a house 
where drugs were sold. She was exhausted by 
this lifestyle and chose jail merely to escape the 
situation. Fortunately, Drug Court referred her 
to The Lord’s Place Halle Place in July 2021.

“I am thankful every day for the opportunities 
that The Lord’s Place has given me. I was able 
to get therapy so that I can talk through some 

of the stuff that has been weighing on me for 
years,” said Cynthia. 

Through staff support, Cynthia has healed 
and received needed medical support. She 
now has glasses, is working to restore her 
hearing from a past traumatic incident, 
and is one year clean and sober. She has 
participated in the job training program 
and worked in a social enterprise. 

“The compassion and love that Ms.Val and 
the staff at Halle Place have shown me have 
been remarkable,” said Cynthia. “They push 
me every day to see my self-worth, and I am 
more than grateful. I could never thank them 
enough.” 

We are so proud of Cynthia’s accomplishments 
and applaud her for making plans to leave 
Halle Place this December to reunite with her 
family in Tallahassee.  

Good luck Cynthia!

More than 80% of the women served at Halle 
Place have avoided re-arrest for at least one year 
after enrollment. 74% of those women with 
children have achieved the goal of reuniting with 
their family. 73% have exited the program to 
stable, independent housing. 55% have exited 
the program with a form of stable income.



Jonee Reed was affectionately called 'Mrs. 
Claus' by her coworkers during the holiday 
season at The Lord's Place. She collected gifts 
until you could barely fit in her office, and she 
could always use more. She knew the joy that 
one gift would bring to our clients; so, she 
made sure every client and family member had 
a gift to be grateful for during the holidays.  

For 15 years, Jonee served as The Lord’s Place 
Employment Coordinator with kindness and 
respect. In return, she always earned the trust 
and respect of our clients. She transformed 
hundreds of lives over the years, but on April 
23, 2022, Jonee passed away, leaving everyone 
she touched in this world heartbroken.

Consider Joshua Catering, a social 
enterprise of The Lord’s Place, for your 
breakfast or lunch holiday celebration. 
Delicious opportunities await you at every price 
range and can be delivered.  And don’t forget 
about your meetings, training and 
event needs!  Call 561-433-6022 or email 
Catering@TheLordsPlace.org today.

Hero Spotlight

Jonee Reid during the holidays at The Lord’s Place

The Lord’s Place has beautiful greeting cards 
for sale that are artfully designed by clients or 
graduates of the agency?  For only $15, the 15 
“blank-inside” cards make the perfect gift for 
others or yourself as they can be used for any 
occasion.  Proceeds from these cards go directly 
to the programs and services of the agency. To 
purchase your greeting cards, simply go to 
TheLordsPlace.org, Make a Difference, and 
click specialty cards.

Did You Know?
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11 years of four stars
For the 11th consecutive year, The 
Lord’s Place’s strong financial health 
and commitment to accountability and 
transparency have earned it a four-star 
rating from Charity Navigator. 

“Only two percent of the charities we evaluate 
have received at least 11 consecutive four-star 
evaluations, indicating that The Lord’s Place 
outperforms most other charities in America,” 
stated Michael Thatcher, president and CEO 
of Charity Navigator, America’s largest 
independent charity evaluator. “This 
exceptional designation from Charity 
Navigator sets The Lord’s Place apart from 
its peers and demonstrates its trustworthiness 
to the public.”

Home for Good
With each passing week, our new Australian Avenue campus is physically shaping up 
as our “home for good”. We are in the details phase of construction and remain on 
track for completion in early 2023.
  
As the physical construction continues, our staff is working tirelessly to create the 
programs and services that will truly shape these buildings and transform lives. 
The new Engagement Center will emerge as a welcoming environment for the homeless, 
offering: a trauma-informed environment, new activities, counseling, tutoring, case 
management, benefits navigation, volunteer and community-run workshops, and three 
meals a day at Cafe Joshua.   

Other agency properties are taking new shapes with both new construction and 
maintenance. As we anxiously wait to begin construction of Burckle Place III by the fourth 
quarter of this year, we are designing a multi-generational curriculum that incorporates our 
gender-specific services and other women-focused initiatives and our other campuses that 
house formerly homeless women. We are also busy maintaining and refreshing our current 
housing, including renovating five apartments at Jack & Evelyn Alexander Place, (formerly 
known as our Family Campus) and two new roofs at our women’s campuses.

Thanks to your continued and generous support, we are able to construct new buildings, 
maintain our six campuses and 62 scattered supportive housing units while, most 
importantly, changing and shaping more lives.

Here begins the engagement process - the stairs in our new main Australian Campus 
where we can have our �rst conversations with clients and help them climb toward 
their future. Photo by: Tracey Benson Photography

Help shape our future!  Commemorative 

gifts are still available and start at as low 

as $250.  Fill out the reply card today to 

make your mark on ending homelessness.

“We shape our buildings; thereafter they shape us.” -Winston Churchill

As we look forward to this holiday season, 
we will honor Jonee, Mrs. Claus, in our 
efforts to bring joy and gratitude to all of 
our clients. If you would like to participate 
in our Thanksgiving or holiday lunches, 
dinners, or gift giving, please reach out to 
Info@TheLordsPlace.org. All gifts are 
welcome: from purchasing a single meal or 
single present to sponsoring dinner for a 
campus or gift cards for clients in an entire 
program. To Jonee’s family and work family, 
she remains so loved and remembered in our 
world. This holiday season is dedicated to 
her memory.

Jonee Reed (11/8/73 – 4/23/22)



Keith Hardy and Jamie Stanford welcome new volunteer 
Joselyn Brown to the Friday team at Café Joshua.

Volunteer Update

Finance Guy

How efficient is 
The Lord’s Place?
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We welcome new volunteers to The Lord’s 
Place all year round and celebrate those who 
have loyally stayed by our side. So much 
change has occurred since 2020 between Covid 
and construction, but volunteers are excited to 
hear about new opportunities to engage with 
our clients with the opening of our new campus 
in early 2023.

Another change is the volunteer program 
is going digital. New software will allow 
volunteers to access their records, choose 
assignments, receive messages, and so much 
more! And, very soon, we will be announcing 
our new volunteer coordinator. Thank you to 
our volunteers who share their most precious 
time and talents!

Staff  Spotlight 

Christy Smith, The Lord’s Place IT Resource Specialist.

In November, Christy Smith will celebrate 
21 years of working for The Lord’s Place.  
She has held many positions within the 
agency over the years and is currently our 
IT Specialist. 

Prior to coming to The Lord’s Place, Christy 
worked for a Dr.’s office for almost 12 years.  
When she decided that she needed a change, 
she was hoping to find something that was 
more meaningful and in line with her 
personal beliefs. As a Salvationist (member of 
The Salvation Army Church), human service 
was something that she was very familiar 
with, and the mission of The Lord’s Place 
“fit like a glove.”
 
Christy’s first position with the agency was a 
data entry clerk for the Finance Department.  
As the agency grew, so did she and 
has held many positions within the Finance 
Department until she finally landed where 
she is now, in Information Technologies.  
Computers and technology have always 
been a passion of hers. “The Lord’s Place 
has given me the opportunity over the 
years to change and grow and learn, and 
I am grateful.” 

Christy is responsible for making sure the 
computers and phone systems are always 
operating properly. That’s a huge task for an 
agency with over 100 employees, especially 
since she’s the only one in her department!  
We are grateful for Christy’s many years of 
service to The Lord’s Place and looking 
forward to many more years to come.  

The Lord’s Place has a 88% 

efficiency! This means that 

88 cents of every dollar 

given goes directly to the 

sustainability and the 

operations of the programs 

and services offered by 

The Lord’s Place.

In late July, four of our staff members 
attended the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness Conference in Washington, 
D.C. In addition to learning more about 
national issues surrounding homelessness, 
they advocated for the rights of all of our 
clients, including those exiting incarceration. 
During this time in Washington, D.C., 
The Lord’s Place team met with the offices 
of Representatives Lois Frankel, Ted 
Deutch, Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick, Brian 
Mast, and Senator Marco Rubio. Issues 
of homelessness, re-entry, and pertinent 
legislation were discussed and highlighted. 

Locally, staff is working diligently to increase 
voting in our homeless community, as the 
U.S. Interagency Council found that less than 
10% of people experiencing homelessness 
vote. Everyone has a voice, and every voice 
deserves to be heard. Advocating for those 
who are facing homelessness, as well as for 
support and system changes, are critical 
components to breaking the cycle of 
homelessness.

The Advocacy Department hosted a series 
of voter registration and educational events. 
The events, held at Café Joshua and 
campuses, aimed to break down the barriers 
that keep people from voting, including the 
awareness that you don’t need an address to 
vote. Our staff assisted clients with obtaining 
the necessary identification to register to vote, 
helped formerly-incarcerated clients with 
restoring their voting rights, and provided 
transportation for clients to mail in their 
voter registration cards.

If you are interested in helping 
advocate for the underserved, please 
email Info@TheLordsPlace.org.

Advocacy and Action



“I volunteer in outreach, which shows me, 
even more, the value of The Lord's Place. 
Now that I meet the clients, I see how 
obvious it is that The Lord's Place needs 
a steady source of donations. 

Hopefully, more people will see the 
need and join this amazing group of 
monthly donors!”

A PLAN THAT PAYS FOR ITSELF
An old proverb says, "as long as you don't 
know where you are going, you will always 
get there." Unfortunately, more than 60% of 
all Americans live each day without a plan for 
their lives. They lack a will or estate plan. They 
leave their families vulnerable to misinterpreted 
wishes, while the causes they worked for all 
their lives must continue without them.

With simple planning, you ensure your values 
and a lifetime of your work create a legacy that 
lasts for generations. There are many benefits 
of even a simple plan, but some of the most 
impactful are:

Income:  Good estate planning can also include 
trusts and gift annuities that provide income 
to you, your spouse, or your family, all while 
lowering taxes.

Legacy: Over the years, you have invested in 
charitable causes, like The Lord’s Place. With 
a plan, you can endow your giving, continuing 
your contributions in perpetuity.

Values: Without a plan, our lives are reduced 
to distributing things. With a plan, it is more 
about values than valuables. Our assets, works, 
and mementos create a legacy reflecting our 
life’s passions and work.

BEST OF ALL, PLANNING IS EASY.
We have tools, tips, and ideas that make it 
simple and even fun. 

If you'd like more information, please 
email GCruz@TheLordsPlace.org 
or call 561.467.5534.

 

Planned Giving In Gratitude
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thursday, November 17, 2022

Ending Homeless Breakfast 

reserve your seats and sponsorships today at 

thelordsplace.org

Will you be a 
driving force

in ending 
homelessness?

Donate your vehicle
to The Lord’s Place.
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car/boat/motorcycle

New or old, runs great or needs repair, 

we will turn your vehicle into life-changing 

programs and services for local people 

in their journey out of homelessness.

To learn more about this simple 

process and tax-bene�t: 561-537-4665  

or email: MFontenot@TheLordsPlace.org

Carole Carnevale, Monthly Donor


